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Venue Vision
No matter what kind of wedding you’re planning—big or 
intimate, formal or casual—one thing is certain: You need 
a venue. With so many options to consider in the Greater 
Cincinnati area, choosing the space that’s right for you might 
seem daunting. But it doesn’t have to be! With these tips in 
mind, your search will be easy and enjoyable.

Know your count. How many guests do you expect to host? While some 
aspects of an event space are flexible, maximum capacity is not.

Visualize your event. During your tour, imagine yourself and your 
guests grooving on the dance floor or mingling on the terrace. It’s easy 
to fall in love with images online, but it’s how you feel in the space that 
truly counts.

Consider privacy. Some venues host multiple events on site at once, so it’s 
wise to ask if spaces like parking lots, restrooms and coat rooms will be 
private or shared.

Ask about service! Will someone be available to coordinate vendor 
arrivals and solve problems on your big day? Don’t settle for less than an 
events staff that makes you feel like a guest at your own wedding.

Don’t book the first place you see. Visit two or three venues, and take 
detailed notes for your pros-and-cons list.

ASK THE EXPERT
The Devou events staff is here 
with answers to the questions 
we’re asked most often.

Q: How much does a wedding cost?

A: Every wedding and couple is different. To 
determine your budget, start with a number 
you feel comfortable spending and a number 
that is your absolute max. Use that as your 
range, then rank your expenses in order of 
importance. Splurge on the things that will 
make you the happiest and cut funds from 
those that will be less memorable for you. 
We’ve included some great tips on how to 
manage your budget right here in this guide. 
Read on for more! 

Q: What is the best way to display table 
assignments? 

A: Seating charts, definitely. Print yours on 
a big, easy-to-read board and place it near 
the entrance of your event space, preferably 
in a wide area with plenty of elbow room to 
avoid bottlenecking. Arrange your guests’ 
names in alphabetical order so they can 
quickly find their table number. While it 
is possible to host a reception with open 
seating, assigned seats are more convenient 
and less stressful for guests. 

Q: What do I do when guests don’t RSVP?

A: First of all, don’t take it personally! 
People are busy, and sometimes they simply 
forget. In other cases, they might have 
a prior engagement, but are reluctant to 
RSVP because they don’t want to hurt your 
feelings. Either way, it’s best to ask a friend 
to personally follow up with guests who 
haven’t replied. Your friend is more likely 
to get an honest answer than you would if 
you called yourself, and you may be able to 
add some money back to your budget with a 
more accurate guest count.

WEDDINGSDevou 
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Welcome, and congratulations! While wedding planning can 
be hard work, it should first and foremost be an enjoyable and 
memorable experience for you and your fiancé to share.

That’s why we’re here! At Devou Park, we’ve been hosting 
wedding celebrations for more than 15 years. We’ve learned a lot 
along the way, and we’re honored to share that expertise with you. 
We hope our tips, answers and advice help you craft the wedding 
of your dreams, no matter where you choose to celebrate. 

Happy planning! We’re here if you need us. 

– The Devou Events Team

Sonia Lawson is the 
Customer Relations 
Manager of Devou 
Golf & Event Center 
and Drees Pavillion  
at Devou Park

https://www.exploredevoupark.org/
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Dinner Is Served
When determining how you’ll feed your guests, it’s important 
to think about ambiance. Do you want dinner to be elegant or 
laid-back? Is it more about the food or the experience? Here, 
we break down the three ways you can serve your first meal 
as a married couple.

Plated Buffet Stations

Formal Casual Active

Servers deliver each course to guests.
Guests serve themselves 

from a buffet line.
Guests serve themselves or are 

served by attendants at food stations. 

Guests request their meal in 
advance, usually when they RSVP.

Guests choose from a limited 
selection of main dishes and sides.

Guests choose from a variety 
of options, usually grouped 

according to themes like “Italian” 
or “Night at the Ballpark.”

One main dish per guest, usually 
chicken, fish or vegetarian

Guests can try multiple main dishes, 
usually beef, chicken or vegetarian. 

Guests are encouraged to 
sample multiple small plates 

of a variety of food.

Service stops immediately 
after plates are served.

Service continues until the 
buffet line is closed.

Service remains open 
most of the evening.

Limited guest interaction Some guest interaction Considerable guest interaction

CELEBRATE GOOD 
TIMES, COME ON!
You know there will be music 
at your celebration, but who 
will play it? We consider the 
two most popular options 
side-by-side.

Live Band DJ
All about the performance All about the songs

Concert vibe House party vibe

Entertainers Emcees

Specialize in genres, like Motown,  
Big Band or Classic Rock covers

Specialize in Top 40 hits

More expensive Less expensive

Entertaining for all guests,  
even those who don’t dance

Entertaining for guests who dance

Usually requires more space Usually requires less space

vs
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Feel the Love
When wedding planning gets stressful, just remember—you 
aren’t doing this for the flowers or the cake or the gown. 
You’re doing it to celebrate love! Here are a few ways to put 
your love story at the center of your big day.

Include fun facts about how you 
met or things you have done as a 
couple. Consider printing them 
on cocktail napkins or in the 
ceremony program.

Decorate with photos of the two of 
you throughout your relationship. 
Place them near the guest book or 
use them as table decor. 

Work with your venue to organize 
the space in a way that helps tell 
your story. Select a venue whose 
staff wants to personalize your 
celebration as much as you do. 

Personalize your cake topper to 
reflect your interests. Do you and 
your fiancé love to ski? Are you 
big sports fans or really into craft 
beer? Order a custom cake topper 
from Etsy or ask your bakery if 
they can create one for you.

Say thank you in a personal way. 
Consider having your wedding 
photographer snap a photo of you 
holding a sign that says “Thank 
you” or “Happily Ever After.” Send 
it out with thank-you notes so 
guests will have their own photo of 
the happy couple.

BOOST YOUR 
BUDGET
Wedding costs have a funny 
way of expanding even when 
your budget won’t. Cut where 
you can to add a little extra 
wiggle room for unexpected 
expenses.

Try DIY. Consider making 
your own party favors, like 
homemade sweets. Ask a 
designer friend to design your 
invitations as a wedding gift 
and print them yourself to 
save thousands of dollars.

Request online RSVPs. Ask 
guests to RSVP online using 
a special email address you 
create specifically for your 
wedding. You’ll save not only 
in postage, but in additional 
printing costs, too.

Ask for recommendations. 
If you find a photographer 
or a florist you love but can’t 
afford, don’t be afraid to 
ask for recommendations of 
other vendors they know and 
respect.

Consider the off-season. 
Vendors and venues usually 
offer special discounted prices 
for winter weddings.

Save while you spend. Take 
advantage of high costs by 
using a credit card with a 
robust rewards program for 
all your wedding expenses.

1
2
3

THREE TIPS FOR A STRESS-FREE WEDDING DAY

Ask for help. Delegate simple tasks the week before your 
wedding. You have enough on your plate without having to pick 
up the programs or take your dress to the steamers. Friends 
and family will be more than happy to help.

Choose a venue that will treat you like a guest. 
From coordinating guest arrivals to handling unexpected 
crises, an experienced and thoughtful events staff can help 
make your wedding day a dream.

Let it go! No matter what happens, enjoy your day. Take 
time to step back and admire all of the people who have 
gathered to celebrate your love. It’s a beautiful thing!
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Wedding Planning Checklist
Organization is the key to stress-free wedding planning.  
A detailed to-do list will keep you feeling calm and collected 
as you prepare for your big celebration. 

18-12 months before
 � Create a budget

 � Select your date and reserve venues

 � Start the guest list

 � Book your officiant

11-10 months before
 � Throw an engagement party, if you wish

 � Reserve your photographer, entertainment,  
 florist and caterer

 � Shop for and purchase gown

9-8 months before
 � Select and notify your wedding party

 � Select your bakery and order your cake

 � Reserve a block of hotel rooms for  
 out-of-town guests

 � Create a gift registry

7-6 months before
 � Purchase Save the Dates and  

 send them out

 � Select and purchase invitations

 � Shop for bridesmaids’ dresses

 � Book your transportation

 � Schedule a tasting with your caterer

5-4 months before
 � Select tuxedos or suits, schedule fittings

 � Book the rehearsal and rehearsal  
 dinner venues

 � Choose your music

 � Schedule hair and makeup artists,  
 if desired

 � Purchase the rings

 � Finalize the menu, flowers, and  
 reception decor

2 months before
 � Meet with the photographer

 � Send out your invitations

 � Finalize ceremony and reception details

 � Enjoy bachelorette and/or bachelor parties

3-4 weeks before
 � Count RSVPs

 � Assign seating at the reception

 � Get your marriage license

 � Visit your tailor or seamstress  
 for final fittings

 � Confirm times for hair and makeup

 � Purchase wedding party gifts

 � Write vows, if necessary

10 days before
 � Give final count to your caterer

Week of the wedding
 � Send the day-of timeline to the bridal party

 � Rehearse ceremony with your  
 officiant and wedding party

 � Set aside payment for the vendors

 � Drop off items to your reception venue

After the wedding
 � Return any rentals

 � Preserve your bouquet

 � Write and send thank you cards

 � Change name on legal  
 documents, if desired

 � Clean and preserve  
 your gown

WEDDING-DAY 
EMERGENCY KIT
Fill a small tote or  
duffel bag with these 
essentials to ensure 
everyone has what they 
need on the big day.

 � Tissues
 � Deodorant
 � Oil-blotting sheets
 � Lipstick and chapstick
 � Bobby pins
 � Hairspray
 � Hair gel or wax
 � Comb
 � Pantyliners and tampons  

(if you don’t need them, 
someone else will!)

 � Advil or Tylenol
 � Allergy medicine
 � Chewing gum and mints
 � Dental floss
 � Hand lotion
 � Hand sanitizer 
 � Bandaids
 � Nail file
 � Stain removing pen
 � White chalk (to mask  

dress stains in a pinch)
 � Lint roller
 � Spare undershirts 

(especially for summer 
weddings!)

 � Phone charger
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Celebrate at Devou

DREES PAVILION
In addition to unparalleled views of Cincinnati and 
Covington, the Drees Pavilion offers a welcoming 
reception center and cozy outdoor terrace designed 
to make your event as special as the milestone you’re 
celebrating.

With a dedicated team of guest services 
professionals and culinary experts, Drees Pavilion 
provides a thoughtful and accommodating 
experience for weddings, anniversary parties, 
charity events, corporate meetings, retreats and 
more. It is an unforgettable space worthy of your 
most memorable moments, with the flexibility to 
celebrate your story in an individualized way.

DEVOU ROOM
Overlooking the pristine ninth green of our golf 
course, the Devou Room at Devou Golf & Event 
Center is a charming space designed with intimate 
gatherings in mind. From wedding ceremonies and 
seated dinners to corporate meetings and birthday 
parties, our reception hall offers versatile floor 
plans and unlimited style options for an experience 
that is as distinct and authentic as you.

Designed by the award-winning firm Hub + 
Weber, the Devou Room reflects the stunning 
beauty of the surrounding landscape while also 
paying tribute to Devou Park’s storied history.

No matter the reason, we’re delighted 
to bring families, friends and 
communities together to enjoy one 
another’s company and make lasting memories in a unforgettable setting.

Our expert event coordinators would love the opportunity to meet you and discuss how 
we can make your event special. To schedule a tour, please call us at (859) 431-2577 or 
email us at events@exploredevoupark.org.

http://dreespavilion.com/index.asp
http://dreespavilion.com/index.asp
https://www.devouroom.com/
https://www.devouroom.com/
mailto:events@exploredevoupark.org

